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WIDOWHOOD - OLD AND NEW

““In Belgium the followers of this system are usually heavy poolers.
Supposing they send ten birds to a race, they do not follow our
system of selecting different birds for different pools, but usually
pool every bird in all pools, so that no matter which bird homes first,
it is well up in all pools, and this often beats the smaller competitor
who can only pool one bird in the heavy pools and is very often
handicapped in ma <ing his selection,

“Providing a man adopts the system of Widowhood training and
his loft is well situated, having regard to the general trend of the
wind, birds trained o this system on fine days will u: ally score over
those burdened by a lot of feeding or rearing young, or sitting. But
the birds are always trained well. If the weather happens to be very
bad and the birds ompelled to spend a night out in a long race, they
take so much out of themselves trying to get home the first day that
they are subject to craek up and not come on as well as those having
some reserve to help them.

““In answer to your inquiry my answer is in the negative. I think it
is necessary to let the birds hatch the first nest of e and use the
first lot of soft food, otherwise they go stale and do not race as well
as those allowed to do so. After the s ft food of the first nest has
been used, then vou can take liberties because the birds are in
training. If you allow them to remain together then because the
sitting is irregular and mav b broken the soft food is not found in
such abundance as during the first round when they were sitting close
and have not been put in training.

“I'should, therefore, not advise vou to pair them up and separate
them without hatching the first nest. But you have had good results
on the other method, Why change? I am not so sure that on the
Widowhood system, after 400 miles, vou will get very actory
results, unless very fine weather prevails.

“Let me advise you, if you have discovered a system that suits
your birds, suits the position of your loft and enables you to win, not
to make drastic changes so long as it pays. I do not like the drastic
change you suggest of itting the first nest and separating the sexes
after for the reasons stated above, and advise you 1o stick to vour old
methods and continue to gain the fruits of doing so as long as
possible, or until your birds begin to fail, then you will have seriously
to consider the reason why.—A. H. OsMAN’".




